96                 THE HISTORY OF THE TREATY.

Government negotiated a treaty with the great North
American Republic, whereby its citizens were granted
the same rights of free transit across the isthmus as
their own; and in consideration -of this the United
States guaranteed the rights of sovereignty over the
territory of Panama possessed by New Granada, and
also the perfect neutrality of the isthmus. This treaty
still holds good, the Colombia of to-day being the same
state as the New Granada of 1846; and there cannot be
the slightest doubt that under it the United States are
bound to maintain against all other powers the terri-
torial rights of the local Sovereign, whatever may be
thought of their claim to have effectually neutralized the
isthmus by their sole guarantee, and to have therefore
rendered superfluous any agreement on the part of
European powers to protect the Panama Canal which is
now rapidly becoming an accomplished fact.

The mention of this canal brings us back to the
schemes for establishing water communication between
the two great oceans which wash the opposite shores of
the American continent. The Mexican route through
the province of Tehuantepec seems never to have been
seriously attempted; but the extreme shortness of the
Panama route, the distance from sea to sea being only
about fifty miles, always caused it to be looked upon
with considerable favour. At length it attracted the
attention of the great French engineer, M. Ferdinand de
Lesseps. In a green old age, after having successfully
completed his great work of uniting the Red Sea and
the Mediterranean, he cast his eyes upon the yet un-
pierced Isthmus of Darien, and sighing like Alexander
for new worlds to conquer, proceeded with characteristic
energy to form and push forward a plan for uniting the